
On motioll of Mi\ Herbert, the rej>Oit of the committee on 
Public I.ands, on a bill to lega.lize tn.uscripts of reronls of 
field r.iot.:s, in the Surv~~yor's office of Fayette cou~ty, recom
mendrng the passage of the same, was taken up, bill read 2nd 
tihH•, and passed to a 3rd reading. 

On motion of Mr. Herbert, the {:ulc was suspended, bill read 
a 3rd time arnl passed. 

Mr. Potter vresentcd the petition or memorial of A. B. 
Smith and othcn:, relative tt> the affairs (.)f Galveston, Hous
ton anl Hcnclersun Railroad companv, which was read ~nd 
laid. on the table. " 

On motion cf l\lr. Pottt'r, the rule was 8Uspenc.1ed and the 
revort of the cummitt,ee on lut.ernal Improvements, on t1 bill 
for the relief of the Galveston_, Houston, and Hen~crson BH.il
roud company, and in amenclment of the act of inco:rpora~ion 
of the s<11me, and of the ac~s amending the same, and in addi
tivn thereto, offering ar\ amendment thereto, was taken up, 
read and the amendment advpted. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the bill was amended by add~ng 
to section 3, "and that suid comp:wy shall hereafteT be liable 
and bound in all respects ±\n· all debts incurred and contra1.. ts 
heretofore made by it, in the same mtmner, and with th.c same 
effect as it was previous to the 1st day of November 1857.
'The bill was then ordered to be eng1·ossecl . 

. Mr. Grime$ pxesented the papers in the contested electio.n 
of the Sena.tor from .Harris county; referred b the committee 
on Privileges and Elections. 

On motion of Mr. Guinn, the Senate adjourned until to
morrow morning at 9 orclock. 

TuESDAY, Nov. 10th, 1857. 
The Senate met lmrsuant to adjournment-prayer by the 

Chaplain-roll called-quorum present. 
The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
:Mr 'l1aylol' of Houston, :presented the petition of John 

vVortham; referred to the committee on :public lands. 
Mr. Graham, presented the memorial of C. H. Kennard, 

and 197 others, relative to the abolition of the practice of em-
11loying chaplains by the Legislature; referred to the committee 
on State .Affairs. 

l\Ir. Britton, Chai1;rnan of the committee on the 1'Iilitia~ 
i:~ported a bill to provide for the payment af three companies 



61 

o~ minute men commanJcd by Capta.iirn Jno. vV. Sansom, Jnq. 
D. Davenport, and Reason W. Bbc:k, back to the Senate and 
recommendecl its pn.ss;1ge. 

Mr. Taylor of Ca.ss, Chairman of the committee on Pu11ic 
Debt, made the followingreport: 

The committee on Public Debt have considered a joint resolu
tion instructing our Sena tors nncl rer1 nesting our Representatives 
in the United Statns Congress to call upon the United States 
G Jvernment to refund th~ money heretofore pttid. out by th0 
State of Tex.as for the defonce of her frontier; and have in
structed me to report the accompanying amemhncnts and 
recommcmd the adoption of the amendments and passage of 
the joint rcsolu tion. 

First amendment; amend the etiption by striking out 
the word "annexation" uml inserting the 28th day of 
February, 1855. 

2nd amendment; amcnrl by in5erting after the word "fron
tier" since 28th clay of February, 1855 . 

.Mr. Fall, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, rc110rted 
a bill for the relief of th'J G.ilveston, Houston an:l H·:nderson 
Railrog,d company, and in am'3ndment of the aet of inwrpora
tion thereof, and of the a.cts am~nding the same anJ in adJ.i ti on 
thereto, correctly engrossed. 

l\tfr. Pirkey, tram the committee on the J ndiciary mad~ the 
following report. 

rrhe committee on thJ J·1 lici~1.ry have had under considera
tion the petition of the corn·'.. and bair of the 8th Judicial Dis
trict to changR the time of hnlding courts therein, aud have 
instructed me to report tlrn ae..;0mpanying bill and rocommend 
its passage. 

A bill to amend the second section of an act to re-organize 
the 8th J udicia.l District, and define the time of holding courts 
therein; read first time. 

Mr. Caldwell Chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs 
made the following report : 

rrhe committee on Indian Affairs to which was referred a 
Bill to set asi<lefour leagues of land of the public domain, for In
dian purposes, have had the same under consideration, and 
find that provision has already been made by a Bill, approved 
February 4th, 1856, wherein five lea.gues of land has been set 
aside for tho same uses and purposes sought for in this Act. 
They therefore recommend that the act referred to be indefi
nitely laid on the table. 
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:Thfr. Potter, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
madt' the following n~port : 

The c.)mmittee on the J uuiciary have considered a resolu
tion instructing the committee to enquire into tho expedienc:y 
of repealing or amending un act to <t8certain legal claims for 
lanJs or money against the Sta,te, and to report hy Bill or oth
<:rwiso; and have also considered the special mc:-;::m.ge uf the Go .. 
vernJr of the 6th instant, in relation to the act refo reel to in 
said resol11ti\m; aml a m~jority of the committee instruct me 
to report: Thu.t the committee have not yet had sufficient 
time to r~port fully upon the questions referred, but have come 
to tht• condui;ion that it wonlll be a(hisn.blo to g) into the 
election of a 01.nnmissioner of Claims to fill the vn.cancy which 
will O:.!Cnr in said office, on a.ncl after tJ-morrow. The com
mittee a.rd of the opinion that under the provisions of the 
f\aid n.ct crea.ting the C0urt of Claims, the offi1.:er thus elected 
will holcl the office untillst day Gf JP..nnary, 1858, only, as the 
elrrtion will ba to fill the v.1cancy in sn.id office, oec;1r;ioned hy 
tbe r3sign:i.tion of J as. 0. vVilson, ~~Hq., whose term of office, 
urnler .the proyisions of the law, would have expired on the 1st 
day of Ja.::mary, 1858. Ha\·ing reported thus far, the commit .. 
tJ~ nsk time to report further upon the su1jcct referred. 

A mcss.i.ge wa.s rccoivi3d from the Horn;e, informing the s~n
ate that the HJuse hLtd pas::;...id a Joint Resolution, originating 
in the S;.m::ttc, instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Hepresenta~ivcs in the Oon~ress of the United States, to use 
their endi:.avors in procurin:~ a.. regiment of Texns mounted 
,·olnnteers, to bu rLtised for the protection of the W cs tern fron-
. f' 'I, tter o exris. 

]}fr. Taylor, of Cass, introduced a Bill to change the time 
of the bienni:1.l meeting of the Legislaturn of the State of Tex
ai;; ; read fir~t ancl second times and referred to the committee 
on State Affo.irs. 

}fr. Throckmorton introduced a Bill to create the col!mty of 
Montague ; reacl first and second times ancl refeITed to the 
committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Pa~chal introduced a Bill supplemental to an Act, en
titlt~d an Act to perfect land titles in Cn.stro'sColony,approYed 
February 22d, 1850; read first and second times ancl refer
red to the committee on Public Lamb. 

Mr. Britton was excusecl from attendance on the Senate on 
account of sickness. 
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ORDERS OF 'l1HE DAY. 
The rcsc>lution of Mr. Guinn, to go into the deciion of a 

Uommissim1cr of Ulttims on \Ve.clneoclay the l~th inst., at ~O 
o'clock, with the concurrenco of the Honse, bcmg th1J / srecml 
onl<~r for to-day wa;; taken U}) tnul read. 

:Mr. :\lc:Cull(~;h off0red the fullowing a.nwnt.lment, t) c Jrn:_; 
in at the end of the resolution : 

Aud that the present iucumb.mt ho a.nthorizecl tli (li~;charge 
the dutic& uf the ufficu nntil his HUCcet;sur be quaE1ied. Re-

jected. . . . _ 
On motwn of 1\1r. Gumn7 the resolution 'nts a.mended, h.v 

8 trikiw:r ont ''vYednesday the 11th inst, at 10 o'ckcl::, A. ~\L'' 
auJ iu~!rting to-day at 12 o'clock, l\l., in lit>u thereo{ 

On motion of :Mr. Potter, thL' rcsolntiun \Yas amemled lly 
au<lin7-to-wit: up to Jan··a7ht,1858. 

Un.'.') motion of l.\fr. Stockdale-, the rrn;olution Y>as furtlu.'r 
amended br inserting after 1:2 u'dock M. "to fill the YacHncT 

oc:..:ai':iiow;tl lly the resignation of J us. C. \Vilsun, E~<]/' rl1 l.:~: 
l'l'f_nlutiou wa.s then adopted. 

'l'he ruport of the committee on Intenml Impnrn:rnt-nt~, on 
a bill l':iu pplemental to, arnl amcrnla.tory uf m1 act to im:orp(;
ra.te the ~an Antonio a.nd l\!Iexi~n.n Gulf Hailruad Cc,rn11uny, 
appr11••ed ~ept. 5th. 1850, arnl the suvc·ral snppkmt:ntn.1 mul 
a.nr.)rnl:t L.ffy acts conc0rning said H<Lilr•Jr1.d, offering arncwlnwn t ~ 
tlwreto, wtis taken- up, read and the amendments adopted. 

Mr. Paschal offered the following amenduw11 t, to cume in. 
after See. 8, as an aclditionaJ sec ti on, and to lJe mm:lwrcd nc
conlingly. 

'l1lrnt the capital stock of said company for the present, sha.11 
not exceed one million of dollars, which nmy be inereasc(l fron1 
time to time, by consent of two-thirds of the stocklwlders in 
amount so as not to exceed $2 ,500,000--adopted. Thu bill 
was then ordered to be cngro8S{'ll. 

On motiun of l\fr. Paschal, the rule was sm;pendt'd, l1ill read 
a 3d. time an:l 1m1:iscd hy the following vote : 

_ Y EA~-)fossrn.Caklwell,Era.th,Fa.ll, Grinn :.-.;, Guinn, I-Ierbert~ 
Hyde, Lott, Maverick, Pu.Hchal, Pirkey, Potter, Scarburongh. 
Slieppn.nl, 8tockdale, rraylor of :Fannin, rrn.ylor of Honston: 
'rhmckruorton, Truit, \V .. 1.lker m11.l \Vigfo .. 11-21. · 

NA Y-.Mr .. McUulloch-1. 
A bill to remove the disabilities of minority from J as. N. 

Src.ott, \Ym. B. \Vyatt, \Vm. B. :Fowler, and~ George B. l\fc-
1\.mstry, and to declare thern. severally of lawful age, re11ortcd 
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by the committee on State Affairs, was read a 2nd. time and or-
dered to be engrossed. . 

Oki motion of Mr . .Pirkey, the rule was sus1Jended-b1ll read 
a. 3rd. time and pa.1&ed. • . 

A House bill to locate permanently t~e seat of Jl~stice of 
Angelina county, was read 1st. and 2nd. times, and referred to 
the committee on Counties arnl County Boundaries. 

A bill for the relief of the Galveston, Houston aud Hender .. 
son R. R. Company, and in amendment of the act of incorpo· 
ration the.rco~ and of the acts amending the same, and in ad~ 
dition thereto, was read a 3rd time and passed by the following 
vote: 

Y EAS-1\fessrs. Caldwell, Falls, Graham, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hyde, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, ~faverick, Paschal, Pirkey, 
Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Shepard, Stockdale, Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Throckmorton, 
Truit, W alker-23. 

NAY-1\fr. Herbert-I. 
A message was received from the House, informing the Sen

ate, that the House had concurred in the Senate's resolution 
to go into the election of a. Commissioner of Claims to-day at 
12 o'clock, M., and th.at the Honse had passed a l>ill, origina .. 
tinO' in that body, authol'izing the Clerk of the county court 
of Dalla.s county to transcribe cm·tain records therein named. 

Mr. Taylor, of Houston Chairman of the oommittee on En ... 
rolled Bills, reported a biil to legalize surveys made in Karnes 
lu.nd district, correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day 
presented to the Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Guinn, the Senate took a recess of half an 
hour. 

At the expiration of the time, the Senate was called to or
der, and proceeded to the Hall of the House of Representa ... 
tives. 

IN JOINT SESSION. 
Roll callcet, quorum present. 
The Speaker of the House, having announced that the two 

Hon968 had. met in joint session for the purpose of electing a 
CommiMioner of Claims, and nominations being in order, 

Mr. Erath, on the part ol the Senate, nominated Mr. J as 0. 
Illingaworth. 

There being no other nomination, the following Senators vo· 
ted for Mr. Illingsworth : 

Messrs. Caldwell, Erath, Fall, Graham, Grimes, Guhm, 



65 

Herbart Hyde Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Paschal, 
Pirkey,' Potte;, Russell, Shepard, Stockdale, Taylor of C~ss, 
Tavlor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Throckmorton, Truitt, 
Walker and Wigfall-25. . . 

On the part of the House, Mr. Illmgsworth received 76 votes 
and blank received 4 votes. 

Mr. IllinO'sworth having received a maiority of all the votes 
cast was d~clared duly and constitutionally elected Commis
sion~r of Claims until January 1st. 1858. 

The Senate then returned to its own chamber, and on motion 
of Mr. Paschal, adjourned until to-morrow morning at 11 
o'clock. 

AusTIN, Nov., 11th, 1857. 
The Senate met pursuant to adjournment-prayer by the 

chaplain-roll called quorum present. 
The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr. Lott, presented the petition of Jacob Long; referred to 

the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 
Mr. Russell, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills, 

reported a bill to revive and continue in force, and supple
mental to and amendatory of an act to incorporate the San 
Antonio and :Mexican Gulf Railroad Company, approved 
September 5th, 1850, and the severalsupplemental and amen
datory acts, concerning said Railroad; and a bill to remove 
the disabilities of minority from James N. Scott, Wm. P. 
Wyatt, Wm. B. Fowler and Geo. B. l\:fcKinstry, and to de
clare them severally of lawful age, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Pirkey, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, 
made the following reports : 

The Committee on Public Lands have had under considera
tion a bill to define the Northern Boundary line of the Mis
sissippi and Pacific Railroad Reservation, and have instructed 
me to return the sa1ne to the Senate and recommend its 
passage. 

The Committee on Public Lands to which was referred the 
me~orial of many citizens of the Mississippi and Pacific 
~a1lroad Reserve, ha vo considered the same together with a 
hill for their relief: Your committee have been satisfied that 
in conseque11;ce of a failu_re of crops for two successive years in 
a. large portion of the district of country occupied by n1emo-

5 


